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PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES


October 23, 1998 Meeting

It was moved and seconded by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee (TOC) to approve the draft minutes of the October 23, 1998 TOC meeting as presented.  The motion passed; 10 in favor, 1 abstention (Municipal Systems) and 2 absent (Independent Power Producers and VELCO).

18.4 APPLICATIONS

CMP-98-T03

Mr. Garwood reviewed the details of the Central Maine Power Company 18.4 Application, CMP-98-T03, to remove a capacitor bank and a station service transformer from the Maine Yankee 115 kV bus.  This work was planned in conjunction with the removal of equipment at the Maine Yankee 115 kV substation associated with the decommissioning of the Maine Yankee nuclear generator.  The capacitor bank was originally installed to provide adequate voltage support to Maine Yankee’s off-site station service supply during start-up under line-out conditions. 

It was moved and seconded to approve, by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee, the Central Maine Power Company’s 18.4 Application, CMP-98-T03, to remove a 30.6 MVAR capacitor bank and a station service transformer from the Maine Yankee 115 kV bus with an in-service date of December 1998, as detailed in Mr. Curtis Beveridge’s November 13, 1998 transmittal to Mr. Paul Shortley.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be taken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 10 in favor, 1 abstention (PD&E Companies) and 2 absent (Independent Power Producers and VELCO).

NEP-98-T20

Ms. Rosenqvist reviewed the details of the New England Power Company 18.4 Application, NEP-98-T20, to reconfigure the Tewksbury #22 230 kV yard, to replace 230 kV breakers and disconnects in poor condition due to age and to install a second protection group at Tewksbury which has been identified to meet NPCC criteria.

It was moved and seconded to approve, by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee, the New England Power Company’s 18.4 Application, NEP-98-T20, subject to approval by the Regional Transmission Planning Committee.  This 18.4 Application is to reconfigure the Tewksbury #22 substation to a 5-breaker ring bus and install 230 kV and 115 kV second protection group with an in-service date of May 2000, as detailed in Ms. Mary Ellen Paravalos’ November 22, 1998 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be taken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 11 in favor and 2 absent (Independent Power Producers and VELCO).

BHE-98-T01

Mr. McCluskey reviewed the details of the Bangor Hydro-Electric Company 18.4 Application, BHE-98-T01, to install a new 115 kV line, tapping an existing line, and going to a new substation at Ellsworth, ME to supply a second feed to existing load.

It was moved and seconded to approve, by the NEPOOL Regional Transmission Operations Committee, the Bangor Hydro Electric Company’s 18.4 Application, BHE-98-T01, to tap the 115 kV line from Rebel Hill to Ellsworth, to construct the 115 kV Boggy Brook substation in Ellsworth with three circuit breakers and associated buswork and switchgear, and to construct 115 kV overhead transmission line from the Orrington substation to the new Boggy Brook substation with an in-service date of October 1999, as detailed in Mr. Jeff Fenn’s November 23, 1998 transmittal to Messrs. Shortley and James.  Approval of this transmission 18.4 Application is based on the results of reviews conducted in accordance with 18.4 review procedures that determined that the proposed transmission modifications would have no adverse impact on NEPOOL system reliability and with the understanding that cost review and allocation will be taken by the appropriate body.  The motion passed; 11 in favor and 2 absent (Independent Power Producers and VELCO).

CMP-98-T04, CMP-98-T05, CMP-98-T06, BHE-98-T02 and CMP-98-X01 

Mr. Garwood reviewed the details of the following 18.4 Applications associated with the new Maine Independence Station (MIS) generating plant.

1. CMP-98-T04:  Add 450 MVAR of 115 kV capacitors at the following Central Maine Power Company sites: 100 MVAR at Maxcy’s substation, 100 MVAR at Mason substation, 100 MVAR at South Gorham substation and 150 MVAR at Surowiec substation.

2. CMP-98-T05:  Reconfigure Central Maine Power Company’s Buxton substation by adding four new 345 kV breakers and rearrange the line terminations and bus scheme.

3. CMP-98-T06:  Replace one wave trap on each of the following Central Maine Power Company 115 kV transmission lines: Section 250 between Louden substation and Three Rivers substation and Section 62 between Crowleys substation and Surowiec substation.

4. BHE-98-T02:  Add five new 115 kV breakers along with the associated switches and bus work at Graham substation to interface the new MIS generating plant.  Upgrade three existing breakers at Graham substation to 2000 Amps.  Add two new 115 kV breakers and associated switches at Graham substation and two new 115 kV breakers and associated switches at Orrington substation to accommodate a new 115 kV line between Graham substation and Orrington substation.  Add a new 115 kV transmission line between Graham substation and Orrington substation.  Replace 115 kV switches at Orrington.

5. CMP-98-X01:  Add two new Type I Special Protection Systems (SPS) to trip the MIS generation.  One new SPS will be implemented to ensure system stability following a double circuit tower fault at Maine Yankee.  This SPS will initiate a trip of the MIS generating units for simultaneous loss of Sections 375 and 377, or Sections 375 and 392.  The other new SPS will be implemented to ensure acceptable transient performance following the fault on Section 396 between Keswick and Orrington.  This SPS will initiate a trip of the MIS generating units.  Modify the existing Bucksport overcurrent SPS to trip the MIS generating units, change the CMP line Sections tripped to Sections 86 and 203 instead of Sections 65 and 205, and make it a Type I SPS.  Modify the existing Maxcy’s SPS from a Type III to a Type I.  

The 18.4 Applications were distributed in advance for information only. At the December 15, 1999 RTPC meeting, the RTPC deferred decision on the 18.4 approval in order for the Stability Task Force to consider additional information regarding the existing and proposed SPSs, including consequences of SPS failures, consequences of SPS misoperations and alternatives to the SPSs.  Mr. Garwood reviewed the results to date.  These 18.4 Applications are on the December 29, 1998 RTPC teleconference agenda for consideration by the RTPC.

Action Item:  Mrs. Kozlowski to arrange a RTOC teleconference on January 4, 1999 at 1300 for RTOC consideration of these 18.4 Applications. 

GREAT BAY POWER CORPORATION SUPPORT DOLLARS IN RNS

Mr. Fregeau stated that Great Bay Power Corporation makes transmission support payments to New England Power and to Northeast Utilities for transmission associated with Seabrook.  Mr. Fregeau has consulted Day, Berry & Howard; and based on these discussions, Mr. Fregeau feels that Great Bay Power Corporation should be getting back some RNS revenues.

Ms. Rosenqvist and Mr. Rogers stated that New England Power and Northeast Utilities, respectively, remove the Great Bay Power Corporation support payments from their respective revenue requirements.  Ms. Rosenqvist also stated that support payments is currently an issue being examined by the FERC Staff and subject to Settlement.

A straw poll was taken and the RTOC consensus was that no RTOC action should be taken until the FERC has issued a final Order.

SITHE / NEW BOSTON / NORTHEAST MASSACHUSETTS ISSUE

Mr. Shortley reported that the NEC granted Sithe a waiver on must run of the New Boston units.  The out of merit cost of running the New Boston units for reliability, as required, will be socialized through Section 24 of the NEPOOL OATT.  Boston Edison Company, New England Power Company, Commonwealth Energy System Companies, REMVEC and ISO New England will meet during the last week of December to investigate options such as dynamic line ratings, line re-ratings, etc. 

TRANSMISSION MAINTENANCE/CONSTRUCTION COORDINATION
Mr. Sullivan distributed a hand out concerning developing a policy for transmission maintenance and construction coordination.  The RTOC discussed the issues concerning the unprecedented number of transmission outage requests expected due to interconnection of new generation, including the need to manage the risk to load and to generators and the need for a coordinated process/plan.

NERC COMPLIANCE WORKSHOP RECAP
Mr. Gabremicael presented a recap of the NERC Compliance Workshop.  The NERC Compliance Program is will be implemented in four phases.  The first phase is a pilot program from December 1998 through July 2001.  Sixteen planning measurements and six operating measurements will be monitored.  In subsequent phases compliance will be enforced with punitive penalties.  The NERC OC is developing a procedure to deal with waivers.  Waivers will be granted for limited circumstances and/or duration. 

NEPOOL TARIFF FERC HEARING/SETTLEMENT ISSUES UPDATE
Mr. Garwood reported on the FERC hearing and Settlement issues in regard to the NEPOOL Tariff.  Mr. Myers of Day, Berry & Howard is coordinating the effort to assemble testimony to be filed with the FERC on January 7, 1999.  Mr. Doot of Day, Berry & Howard is drafting a new Settlement Agreement by January 1999.  The FERC hearings are scheduled for March 1999.

TRANSMISSION SETTLEMENT SUBCOMMITTEE (TSS) REPORT
Ms. Wisniewski reviewed the TSS draft response to the Draft Phase I Report – Regional Network Service (RNS) Audit provided by Management Applications Consulting (MAC).  The TSS wants to send the response to MAC and to Day, Berry & Howard, who may use the response and the Final Audit Report as testimony in the FERC hearings.  The RTOC discussed the draft response and requested that reference to the several exceptions and errors that were identified by the MAC audit with a net immaterial impact of $25,000 on the total NEPOOL Regional Network Service revenue requirement of $300,000,000 be included in the response.

NEXT MEETING

The next joint meeting of the MOC and TOC is scheduled for Thursday and Friday, January 27 and 28, 1998 in Northboro, Massachusetts.

Respectfully submitted,

Pamela G. Kozlowski
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